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Semi-crystalline polymeric materials such as High-Density Polyethylene (HDPE) are 
generally assumed to have a constant Poisson’s ratio of 0.4. A study that was previously 
carried out on HDPE polymer by Bhabha in 2015 indicated that the Poisson's ratio may be 
non-uniform within the elastic region. This research establishes the variation in the 
Poisson’s ratio of HDPE polymer below 1% strain, however, the Poisson’s ratio stabilised 
as the strain increases within the elastic region. Poisson’s ratio is a function of strain, both 
in the transverse and longitudinal direction of the material. 
Strain is commonly measured using external transducers but can be limited by the 
difficulty in attaching strain gauge to the HDPE surface and can also alter the measured 
strain over the attached area if the stiffness of the material is significantly less than the 
stiffness of the strain gauge. Strain can also be measured using mechanically attached 
extensometers, which tend to indent soft materials thereby causing local stress within the 
area of contact. Due to these limitations, two non-contact methods were used in the 
research. 
A non-contact optical technique known as Digital Image Correlation (DIC) was employed 
to investigate the strain and generate strain maps of the surface of HDPE and General-
Purpose Polystyrene (GPPS) materials. The strain obtained was then used to calculate the 
Poisson’s ratio for both materials. 
The findings of the DIC technique was that the Poisson’s ratio was non-uniform within the 
nominally elastic range of HDPE and GPPS polymer. The DIC technique is a full-field 
technique and the results showed non-uniformity in Poisson’s ratio at 1% strain, however, 
as the strain increases, the Poisson’s ratio stabilises to a constant value. 
From the DIC results obtained, there is no direct comparison between the behaviour of 
HDPE and GPPS on the surface. The hypothesis is that the non-uniformity in strain and 
hence the Poisson’s ratio obtained from the DIC techniques could be related to local relief 
of stresses occurs when crazes form, which could lead to the modulations in lateral and 
longitudinal strain in the case of GPPS material.  Whilst in HDPE, there are localised 
movements of the crystal lamellae.  Also, a likely explanation could be that at the strain 
range investigated could only cause significant deformation in the amorphous regions 
whilst the crystalline regions are unaffected.  
A further investigation on the internal composition will be required to further understand 
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Chapter 1 Introduction  
This chapter comprises of the background of this research, the aims and the objectives of 
this project. 
1.1 Background of the Research 
Polymers are highly used in various industries such as aerospace engineering. For instance: 
the Airbus A350 XWB was built with 52% carbon-fibre reinforced polymer (CFRP)(Airbus 
Group, 2006). In other industries such as automotive and civil engineering, strength-to-
weight ratio is paramount. It is therefore necessary to know the mechanical properties and 
response of the material. Material response simply means how the material reacts to the 
load applied (Yan et al., 2006). Polymers have complex non-linear behaviour depending on 
the strain rate, temperature, structural parameters such as degree of crystallinity, 
molecular weight and others (Ayoub et al., 2010). 
Recent investigations conducted by Bhabha in 2015 on unfilled and filled High Density 
Polyethylene (HDPE), indicated that the Poisson’s ratio (υ) value was indeterminate within 
the elastic region but stabilised at higher levels of strain that were close to the yield point 
as shown in Figure 1. Apart from the non-uniformity in Poisson’s ratio values obtained, 
several values up to 0.5% strain were above the expected range of 0.4 and various negative 
values were also recorded. As a result, it was decided to investigate further the Poisson’s 
ratio versus tensile strain of unfilled HDPE. 
HDPE is semi-crystalline in molecular structure and is one of the most popular polymers 
and is widely used in a wide range of applications due to its properties (Şirin et al., 2013). 
This is the reason why it was selected as the research material.  
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In order to effectively analyse the material response of structures manufactured from 
HDPE, accurate information about the mechanical properties of HDPE is required 
(Khalajmasoumi et al., 2012). The information required for Finite Element Analysis (FEA) 
varies depending on the type of analysis to be carried out. A non-linear analysis for 
example requires the Poisson’s ratio value and stress-strain data of the specific material 
to be analysed.  
Poisson’s ratio value is defined as the ratio of lateral strain to the longitudinal strain under 
extension or compression (Tschoegl et al., 2002). Generally, with polymers, the Poisson’s 
ratio value typically varies from -0.5 to 0.5 depending on the type of material (Brown, 
1999; Khalajmasoumi et al., 2012). Most engineering materials have a Poisson’s ratio 
varying from 0.33 to 0.46. The Poisson’s ratio for HDPE was measured to be 0.45 (Beijer 
and Spoormaker, 2002). Other materials with their typical Poisson’s ratio values are shown 
in Table 1. 




Rubber 0.48 - ~0.5 
 
As stated earlier, Poisson’s ratio is derived from the strain obtained by testing the material 
and the strain is defined as the change in length divided by the original length. Strain 
measurement was commonly determined by sticking foil strain gauges to the material or 
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using extensometers, which are subject to limitations (Lin et al., 2014). Due to 
advancement in technology, the use of contact techniques such as foil gauges and 
extensometer have been replaced by non-contact techniques (Hoult et al., 2013). As time 
unfolds, the application of non-contact techniques is on the rise and the effectiveness has 
been proven beyond any doubt over several years as recorded by Sutton (Schreier et al., 
2009). As such, two non-contact techniques (twin microscope and digital image 
correlation) were used to track the movement of the markers or random pattern on the 
HDPE specimen surface in order to obtain displacements, which were then used to obtain 
strain and ultimately Poisson’s ratio. The initial part of this study is focused on obtaining 
the Poisson’s ratio (υ) using the twin microscope technique. 
 





The Digital Image Correlation (DIC) technique analyses speckle pattern (a random array of 
dots) to obtain the displacement and strain, which can then be used to calculate Poisson’s 
ratio. The results of the DIC technique will be used to obtain more detailed Poisson’s ratio 
results over a larger area. 
1.2 Aim and Objectives 
1.2.1 Aim of the Research 
To investigate the variation of Poisson’s ratio in HDPE and GPPS as a function of tensile 
strain below the yielding point.  
1.2.2 Objectives of the Research 
a) To examine previous work done to obtain strain and Poisson’s ratio in HDPE 
polymer. 
b) To monitor the displacement of a defined area on the surface of stressed HDPE 
specimens. 
c) To investigate the strain distribution within a defined area in both longitudinal and 
transversal direction of HDPE using DIC. 
d) To compare the strain map of semi-crystalline (HDPE) and amorphous (GPPS) 
material. 
e) To investigate the variation in Poisson’s ratio within the elastic limit of HDPE and 





Chapter 2 Literature review 
In this chapter, a background study of polymeric materials, strain measurement 
techniques and Poisson’s ratio will be discussed. 
2.1 Polymeric Materials 
We are constantly surrounded by different kind of materials from the cloths we wear, 
sunglasses, shoes, mobile phones, houses and the cars we drive as we live our lives daily. 
There are different types of material such as metals, plastic, wood and glass among others. 
Materials such as steel have been replaced by unfilled and filled polymeric materials in 
many areas such as storage and transportation of gas, car chassis, airplane wings and 
fuselage, due to the material’s long-term durability against degradation and its low cost 
(Kiass et al., 2005; Frank et al., 2009). 
Polymer is a large molecular chain comprised of many smaller structural units called 
monomers. The atoms within the polymer molecules are covalently bonded together in 
any conceivable pattern (Cowie and Arrighi, 2007). As the application of polymeric 
materials increases, it is fundamental to understand its response under different loading 
conditions (Velosa et al., 2008; Ayoub et al., 2010). 
Some polymers consist of amorphous regions which are formed by disorder in the 
molecular chain structure of the material (Callister and David, 2010). Amorphous polymers 
such as General-Purpose Polystyrene (GPPS) are defined as materials that do not exhibit 
any crystalline structures in X-Ray Diffraction (XRD) (Vecchioc et al., 2005). About their 
melting temperature, amorphous polymers have intertwined chains. Elastic and plastic 
deformation can easily occur when load is applied, and the elastic deformation may be 
 6 
 
recovered when the load is removed, however, the shape would have been permanently 
altered. In lower temperature, the amorphous polymer becomes stiffer and stronger as 
the viscosity reduces (Askeland, 1990). Amorphous material may also indicate the inability 
to crystallise, either due to its constitution or under specific circumstances such as when 
subjected to fast cooling conditions (Allegra et al., 1989).  
General purpose polystyrene (GPPS) is formed by joining styrene monomer molecules into 
a long polymer chains (Massey and Massey, 2005). GPPS is transparent, hard, brittle and 
resistant to heat. Polystyrene is an amorphous material and it exists in a glass form 
provided the temperature is below 100oc, therefore, GPPS is used in optical, food and drink 
packaging, automotive, medical and electronic applications (Kricheldorf et al., 2004).  
In other polymers, crystalline regions (molecular chains are closely aligned in a pattern) of 
a lamellar structure at the submicron level is surrounded by amorphous regions; this 
known as semi-crystalline polymer (Jar, 2015). HDPE is an example of semi-crystalline 
polymer as it is comprised of crystalline regions surrounded by amorphous regions. The 
crystalline regions have relatively high stiffness compared to the amorphous regions, 
which have relatively low stiffness. Polymers have a wide range of mechanical, physical 
and chemical properties. When HDPE is under a uniaxial load, the amorphous region first 
undergoes deformation due to its relatively low stiffness and then the surrounding 
crystalline region deforms gradually. As a result of the molecular structure, HDPE is not 
truly elastic but visco-elastic, which implies that there is always some inelastic deformation 




Figure 2: The Phase of polymer behaviour (Tangram Technology Ltd, 2013). 
Most polymers partially crystalize when cooled below their glass to rubber transition 
temperature. Figure 2 shows a graph of stiffness and temperature for polymers, indicating 
the glass transition temperature (Tg). Also, from figure 2, it is shown that Young modulus 
(measure of stiffness) of polymeric materials is higher at low temperature.  
Polymeric materials can be categorized by their molecular structure (arrangement of their 
molecular chains). The molecular structure of polymers could be linear, branched, 
crosslinked and network. The chains in a linear structured polymer could be very long and 
primarily possess linear chains (lack of branches). As a result, they tend to pack closely 
together such as high-density polyethylene (HDPE). Crystallization is easily accomplished 
in linear polymer because of fewer branched chain to prevent chain alignment. Polymer 
with branched chain structure have side chains connected to the main chain are called 
branched polymer. The branched chains reduce the chain packing efficiency thereby 
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lowering the density of the polymer such as low-density polyethylene (LDPE) material. In 
the case of crosslinked polymers, adjacent linear chains are connected by atoms or 
molecules by covalent bonds such as rubber. In networked polymers, the monomers form 
multiple active covalent bonds creating a three-dimensional network such as 
polyurethanes and phenol-formaldehyde (Callister and David, 2010).  
The amorphous region possessing viscoelastic behaviour when in rubbery state. Crystalline 
region is formed by folding of long polymer molecules and they mainly deform by 




Figure 3: Deformation of crystalline lamellae (Nikolov et al., 2002). 
 
In summary, for HDPE, the amorphous regions surround the crystalline regions and due to 
their relatively low stiffness, the amorphous regions are expected to deform more than 
the crystalline regions, which may then lead to variation in strain distribution across the 
material. 








2.2 Strain Measurement 
In the previous section, the structure of semi-crystalline polymeric material was discussed 
and how the material structure influences deformation when subjected to loading was 
reviewed. This section will focus on the definition of strain and how it can be effectively 
measured.  
Strain is a measure of the relative displacement of the constituents without the material 
undergoing rigid body motion (McClung et al., 2011). Strain can be measured using contact 
and non-contact methods. Contact method such as strain gauges and extensometers are 
popularly used to measure the surface strain of a structure (Esmaeili et al., 2012). Strain 
gauges consist of a metallic foil pattern supported by an insulating flexible backing and is 
glued onto the surface of the specimen and clip-on extensometers consist of four knife 
edges, which are used to hook the specimen. Strain gauges only provide an average strain 
over the area covered by the gauge. In order to measure strain field of a surface, numerous 
foil strain gauges are required, and these foil strain gauges are then wired individually 
thereby making it physically difficult to map strain over small areas. Other limitations of 
the foil strain gauges are that they need to be bonded to the structure, which can impact 
the strain measurement if the stiffness of the material is not significantly greater than the 
stiffness of the strain gauge and bond instability may occur over long-term monitoring 
(Hoult et al., 2013). In addition, clip-on extensometers tend to cause indentations in the 
material resulting in local stress within that area, when used on a soft polymeric material 
(Jerabek et al., 2010). 
Similar conclusions were drawn from literature that the limitations of both contact strain 
measuring methods can be circumvented by the use of non-contact techniques (McClung 
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et al., 2011). Non-contact techniques such as laser extensometer and optical or DIC 
techniques can be used to measure the surface strain of a specimen. Advantages of using 
non-contact techniques such as the DIC techniques are as follows: (a) full-field monitoring, 
(b) cost effective and (c) can be used for small and soft materials without having contact 
issues (Hoult et al., 2013). 
In conclusion, it is generally agreed that to adequately measure the strain on the surface 
of softer materials, non-contact techniques are recommended due to the advantages as 
listed earlier. 
2.2.1 Digital Image Correlation 
This section will be focused on a brief history of DIC technique and how DIC was applied.  
Peters and Ranson (1982) in one of the earliest papers proposed the use of computer-
based image acquisition and deformation measurement in materials (Peters and Ranson, 
1982). In 1983, the numerical algorithm was developed and experiments were performed 
by Sutton et al (Sutton et al., 1983). The use of DIC technique has grown in different areas 
such as fracture mechanics, nanotechnology and fluid mechanics among others (Schreier 
et al., 2009).  
Numerical models are usually validated by conducting identical experiments and then 
comparing the results such as maximum stress or strain obtained from the numerical 
analysis with results from the experiment. In the experiments, strain gauges are positioned 
only in those areas where the stress is maximum, as indicated in the numerical model, 
thereby ignoring other potential areas (Wang et al., 2011). 
DIC technique is a full-field and non-contact strain measurement technique, unlike strain 
gauges and clip-on extensometers that measure a single strain value over the area 
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covered. DIC technique compares random pattern on deformed images with random 
pattern on an undeformed or reference image in order to determine the displacement and 
DIC technique has been proven to accurately measure strain in various applications where 
contact methods are not easily conducted (Hoult et al., 2013). 
One of the advantages of DIC is that plots of the strain distribution in longitudinal and 
transverse directions can be obtained from a single test and in turn Poisson’s ratio can be 
calculated (Jerabek et al., 2010). The DIC technique also has some limitations such as the 
specimen needs to be well lit and there must be no vibrations from the test equipment, 
surroundings and the camera. Also, the random pattern needs to adhere properly with the 
surface of the HDPE specimen being tested. HDPE material generally has poor wettability 
and adhesion properties which causes problems in numerous applications such as 
packaging and automotive industries where surfaces require coating and printing. Due to 
the difficulty in printing and coating on the surfaces of HDPE components, several methods 
have been developed to improve the adhesion attributes such as plasma, laser, corona 
and flame treatment where flame treatment is one of the methods widely used for surface 
activation of polymers (Farris et al., 2010a). The rationale for choosing flame treatment 
was that the equipment required to carry out the test was readily available in the 
laboratory and the process was fast, easy to implement and effective. 
Flame treatment, when used in surface activation breaks the C-H links between the 
molecules along the polymer surface due the temperature produced in the combustion 
process and adds oxygen-based groups within the broken links leading to new hydrophilic 
sites for interaction with the coating or printing element (Farris et al., 2010;  Tuominen et 
al., 2013). Flame treatment can be used to improve surface adhesion of thin component 
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profile made of polymer where the affected thickness is 5-10nm. The more oxygen-based 
groups on the surface of the material, the better adhesion results. Farris et al (2010) 
concluded that flame treatment is a powerful technique for enhancing the surface 
attributes of plastic materials mostly those with inherent hydrophobicity, however, for 
industrial use, more research is needed in the combustion phenomena and the initial 
settings of the parameters affecting the overall flame treating process compared to 
corona. 
Figure 4 shows a thin square plate of steel with a circular hole in the centre subjected to 
tensile load. DIC technique was used to obtain strain maps at different loads (6.4kN, 
12.9kN, 16.1kN, and 17.5kN). The results show high strain concentration around the hole. 
Similarly, DIC technique will be used to obtain strain map plots of HDPE specimen at 





Figure 4: Strain maps at different load position using DIC (Wang et al., 2011). 
 
2.3 Background of Poisson’s Ratio 
This section will focus on the history, importance and how to obtain Poisson’s ratio. 
Poisson’s ratio (υ) is defined as the ratio of lateral strain to axial strain in an axially loaded 
linear elastic solid (Bonfiglio and Pompoli, 2017). Poisson’s ratio is a material property that 
governs the magnitude of transverse deformation when tensile or compressive stress is 
applied longitudinally (Lakes, 1987). Poisson’s ratio of a material is positive if the material 
contracts in the transverse direction when tensile force is applied at the longitudinal 
direction. Poisson’s ratio is negative (such as auxetic materials) if the material expands in 
the transverse direction when compressed force is applied in the longitudinal direction. 
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The range for Poisson’s ratio for isotropic elastic materials is between -1.0 to +0.5 (Mott 
and Roland, 2009). As the Poisson’s ratio value approaches 0.5, as found in rubber, the 
material is referred to as an incompressible material. When the Poisson’s ratio value 
approaches -1.0, the bulk modulus is much less than the shear modulus and the material 
is said to be a highly compressible material. Most steels and rigid polymer exhibit Poisson’s 
ratio value of about 0.3. When the Poisson’s ratio value of a material approaches 0, it 
shows little change in the transverse direction such as corks. When materials exhibit 
negative Poisson’s ratio value, when subjected to tensile strain in the longitudinal direction 
such as sponge, the material is referred to as auxetic material (Choi and Lakes, 1992). 
Poisson’s ratio is measured at relative small deformation, where the mechanical response 
can be approximated as linear (Sanborn and Song, 2019).   
Poisson’s ratio is important because many mechanical behaviours of a material are related 
to its Poisson’s ratio. Obtaining the Poisson’s ratio also helps to identify which material is 
best suited for a certain application such as the cork of a wine bottle. The cork should be 
easily inserted and removed from the bottle, however, at the same time, it should be able 
to withstand the pressure from within the bottle. A material with υ of 0.5 cannot be used 
for this purpose because the material will expand when compressed into the neck of the 
bottle. Therefore, a material with near zero value of υ will be ideal in this application. Other 






Chapter 3 Methodology of DIC technique. 
This chapter describes the injection moulding conditions in which the test specimens were 
produced, how the DIC data was obtained and how the data was processed to produce 
results for HDPE material. This methodology was repeated for GPPS specimens.  
The test specimens were injection moulded using the Battenfeld BA 230CD PLUS reciprocating 
screw injection moulding machine, set to the following conditions: 
 Hydraulic line pressure for HDPE    70 Bar 
 Hydraulic line pressure for GPPS    95 Bar 
 Hold pressure for HDPE      30 Bar 
 Hold pressure for GPPS      40 Bar 
 Injection time for HDPE and GPPS    11 Seconds  
Cooling time for HDPE and GPPS    20 Seconds 
Barrel temperature for HDPE and GPPS (at all zones)  200oC  
 
The Battenfeld BA 230CD PLUS reciprocating screw injection moulding machine was fitted with a 
tensile and impact test mould which had fan gates at the end of the impressions. Table 5 in 
Appendix A contains the materials and used. The test specimens were made to standard (ISO 527). 
3.1 Overview of DIC technique 
DIC technique is a non-contact optical method used to obtain full-field displacement and 
strain over a selected area. DIC technique involves generating random speckle patterns on 
the surface of the specimens to be tested, by using a black paint. The images were then 
captured with a camera before and after deformation. 
The images captured were converted to grayscale format and imported to a Matlab 
algorithm for further processing. The images were arranged in the order they were 
captured and saved in that order. An array of control points was superimposed over the 
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user defined area of the first image. Each control point is surrounded by an area called 
subset. The subsets of the reference image are matched with similar subsets in the 
deformed image by identifying the speckle pattern within the subsets (this process is 
known as tracking).  
The difference between the reference position of the subset in the reference image and 
the new position of the subsets in subsequent images results in displacement. The 
displacement obtained was then interpolated to produce strain. The displacement and 
strain were calculated over the user defined region, thereby producing a displacement and 
strain map over the region. The displacement and strain results can then be resented in 
various forms such as vector and contour plots. Poisson’s ratio was then calculated from 
the both longitudinal and transverse strain. 
The steps employed in the DIC technique such as generating speckle pattern on the 
specimens among others will be discussed in subsequent sections of this chapter. 
3.2 Speckle pattern 
In the previous section, an overview of the DIC technique was described and generating 
the speckle pattern was noted as one of the processes to be carried out in the DIC 
technique.  
A speckle pattern is a random pattern generated to produce different grey scale values on 
the surface of the specimen. Speckle patterns can be generated by spraying paint or can 
be derived from the natural texture of the specimen surface (Hua et al., 2011).  
The success of DIC technique depends on the speckle pattern deforming simultaneously 
with the specimen, lack of vibrations within the experiment or surroundings. DIC 
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technique also depends on the quality of the speckle pattern used, therefore, it is 
important to produce good quality speckle pattern. 
Random speckle patterns were initially generated by flicking a toothbrush dipped in black 
paint so as to project the paint on the surface of HDPE specimens. Figure 5 shows the 
image of the speckle pattern produced by flicking the toothbrush dipped in black paint. 
 
Figure 5: Speckle pattern generated by flicking a toothbrush 
 
After generating the speckle pattern, it was discovered that the size of the speckle pattern 
was too big. To resolve this issue, the method of applying the paint to the specimens was 
changed to a spray paint because a smaller sized speckle pattern could be easily generated 
using the spray paint method. 
It was observed that the speckle pattern generated using the spray paint had low contrast 
and the surface was reflective making it difficult to identify the speckle pattern when 
imaged. A matt white paint was first sprayed on the specimen to form a non-reflective 
base. A matt black spray paint was used to produce a fine random speckle pattern on the 
matt white base, thereby, creating an improved contrast between the speckle pattern and 
the base of the specimen. The next sub-section deals with the quality of speckle pattern. 
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3.2.1 Quality of speckle pattern 
In the previous section, the methods used to produce speckle pattern on the HDPE 
specimens were discussed. In this section, the good and bad qualities of speckle pattern 
and ways to improve the quality will be discussed. 
The success of the DIC technique depends on the quality of the speckle pattern. Speckle 
pattern consist of bad and good qualities.  
The following are characters of a bad speckle pattern: low contrast, poor material-to-paint 
adhesion, big speckle size that leads to a subset filled by one colour and globally identical 
speckle pattern causing the subset to look identical. All the qualities listed above makes it 







Figure 6: Images of a bad speckle pattern: (a) Low contrast and (b) Large speckle 
pattern size. 
Figure 6 shows images of a bad speckle pattern. Figure 6(a) is an image of a poor contrast 
between the speckle pattern and the base. Figure 6(b) also shows an image of a poor 
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quality of speckle pattern because some of the speckle pattern were too large it will be 
difficult to tracking the subset. 
The qualities of a good speckle pattern are: globally random and locally unique, fine size 
and good adhesion to the specimen. 
 A globally random and locally unique speckle pattern means the pattern should be unique 
within different sub-areas of the specimen. The unique sub-areas enable the DIC algorithm 
to easily match deformed subsets with subsets from the reference image. A fine size 
means the speckle size should be fine thereby creating a unique pattern within the subset. 
The speckle pattern should not also be too small to enable the camera to capture the 
images properly during deformation. 
Good adhesion means the speckle pattern should be properly bonded to the surface of the 
test specimen so that it deforms as the test specimen deforms leading to accurate DIC 
results. An example of a good quality speckle pattern is shown in Figure 7. 
 
 
Figure 7: Image of a good speckle pattern. 
To further improve the quality of the captured image, fibre optic lamp with dual flexible 
light guides with focusing lenses and adjustable intensity was used during the test.  
While carrying out the tensile test, it was observed that the paint had not properly adhered 
to the surface of the HDPE specimen due to the poor HDPE surface adhesion attribute, 
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therefore, needed improvement. The steps taken to improve the adhesion are discussed 
in section 3.2.2. 
3.2.2 Improving HDPE surface adhesion 
The quality of speckle pattern was previously discussed. In this section, ways to improve 
the adhesion between the specimens and paint will be discussed. 
It is paramount that the adhesion between the specimens and the paint are good. DIC 
technique relies on tracking the speckle pattern on the images obtained from before and 
after deformation of the specimen. If good paint adhesion is not achieved the speckle 
pattern will detach from the material surface while during testing thereby giving false 
displacements and ultimately false strain results. An example of the poor adhesion 







Figure 8: Poor HDPE-paint adhesion on tensile test specimen. 
 
Section A shows a 
zoomed area of HDPE 
tensile test specimen 





Various treatments were carried out in attempt to modify the surface of HDPE material 
before applying the paint to produce the speckle pattern for an improved HDPE-paint 
adhesion. The treatments are as shown in Table 3. 




treatment + white 
matt spray + black 
matt spray 
Abraded + white 
matt spray + 
black matt spray 
Flame treat + white 
matt spray + black 
matt spray 
Paint adhesion Poor Poor Good 
 
From the analysis listed in Table 3, it was observed that abrading the surface of the 
material had no effect on the adhesion attribute of the material, however, flame treating 
the surface significantly improved the adhesion attribute of the material. In conclusion, 
the optimum solution was flame treating the HDPE material surface and then sprayed with 
matt white paint to form a non-reflective high contrast base. A matt black spray paint was 
used to generate speckle pattern and to avoid light reflection. An example of an improved 
HDPE-paint adhesion is shown in Figure 9. The effect of flame treatment on the material’s 
mechanical properties is discussed in the following section. 
 
 




After the adhesive properties had been improved, tensile tests were carried out on HDPE 
specimens. Section 3.2.3 discusses the effect of flame treatment on the material. 
3.2.3 Effect of flame treatment on polymer. 
In the previous section, two methods were applied to improve the surface adhesion of the 
material and it was concluded that flame treatment was the optimum option.  
In this section, the effect of flame treatment on mechanical properties of polymeric 
materials will be discussed. 
Previous studies show that flame treatment is a common technique used in improving the 
wettability and adhesion of polymeric surfaces even for film materials where the thickness 
of the material is very small. These studies show that the material properties of the film 
materials were not affected as the wettability and adhesion properties of the material 
surface were enhanced using flame treatment, which is attributed to the oxidation of top 
surfaces of the material (<10nm) (Tuominen et al., 2013). The thickness of the specimens 
used in this study is considerably greater than that of the film materials and some 
comparative tests of flame treated and untreated were carried out on HDPE and these 
showed no observable effect on the mechanical properties. 
3.3 Tensile testing of specimens 
In the previous section, the effect of flame treatment on polymeric material was discussed 
as part of specimen preparation. After generating a good speckle pattern, the next stage 
was to subject the specimens to tensile load. 
Tensile tests were carried out by clamping each specimen on both ends with serrated jaws 
in a sliding wedge grip and tensile load was applied at a strain rate of 0.83% per minute. 
 23 
 
The test was limited to the linear region of the HDPE and GPPS material as shown in Figure 
26 and figure 27 in Appendix B respectively.  
3.4 Full-field displacement and strain using DIC 
A camera was mounted on a stable tripod and positioned in front of the specimen. A two-
dimensional DIC technique requires a single camera to capture the specimen. An image of 
the region to be analysed was captured before the load was applied to the specimen. 
Subsequent images were captured at force intervals of 20N up to a force of 560N. The 
camera resolution was set to 6,016 by 4000 pixels (pixels is the smallest unit of an image) 
covering the gauge length (60mm) of the specimen as shown in Figure 10. 
At the end of the test, the images were transferred for post processing and it was observed 
that the images were moving erratically, contrary to what was expected. The erratic 
movements were caused by a combination of alignment issues in the grip and camera 
vibration which was not the case during testing. These issues were resolved by 
implementing the following steps. 
The grips that were attached to the tensile machine were changed from serrated jaws in a 
sliding wedge to pneumatic grips with less sliding parts to eliminate the alignment issues. 
Also, the images were previously captured by pressing the shutter release button on the 
camera which contributed to the vibrations observed in the post processing stage. To 
avoid vibrations while capturing the images, a remote shutter/ trigger was used, and the 
camera’s mirror was set to mirror up mode to further reduce vibrations. 
During testing, the images need to be captured at the exact load and that could require 
holding the crosshead at a fixed force to capture the images. The challenge with holding 
the crosshead lies in the fact that HDPE material is visco-elastic. Due to the visco-elastic 
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property of the material, holding the crosshead of the tensile machine at a fixed force 
would not necessary prevent further deformation of the HDPE test specimen, which would 
lead to falsified displacement and strain readings. The strain rate was therefore set at a 
low rate of 0.83% per minute to allow images to be captured without stopping the 
crosshead. Table 7 in Appendix A contains the list of equipment used to conduct the DIC 
experiment. 
3.4.1 Post Processing of Images 
The previous section details how the images were captured, and the issues encountered 
with their solutions. This section describes how the images were processed using a Matlab 
algorithm.  
The captured images were converted from the camera’s raw format to Tagged Image 
Format (TIF). Using ImageJ software, the images were converted to grayscale, calibrated 
to enable further processing using DIC algorithm in Matlab. 
The steps employed using DIC algorithm in Matlab are:  
● Image setup 
● Generate grid 
● Correlation of images 
● Compute 
● Visualise results.  
Firstly, image setup (using the command image_setup_GUI) was used to arrange the 
images into a sequence following the order they were captured and then saved as 
filenamelist. Within the image setup window, the format of the images was selected, and 
image skip was set to 1(means the images will be arranged in an increment of 1). Arranging 
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the images in the right order is important because if the order is wrong, the displacement 
and strain obtained will be wrong as well.  
Secondly, a grid (an array of control points) was generated and superimposed on the 
reference image over a specified area to be correlated as represented by the blue region 
in Figure 10a. The immediate surrounding area of a control point is referred to as a subset.  
                    
(a)           (b) 
Figure 10:(a) An example of scaled image with correlated area highlighted in blue, (b) 
An image of the control points over the selected area.  
After the images were arranged as captured and grid was generated and superimposed on 
the first image as previously described. In this section, the correlation of the images will 
be discussed.  
  
Gauge length 
was 60mm.  
The blue highlighted 
area represents the 









Thirdly, the images were correlated by using correlate_images_GUI command to define 
the correlation parameters. The first image was set as the reference image and full-sized 
images were correlated with a subset size (21), threshold (0.5) and a sparse grid (step size 
of 40). Correlation is done by tracking (searching for similar patterns in the subset of the 
reference image in subsequent images using the grayscale values) the subset of the 
reference image in subsequent images. The correlation algorithm computes the 
normalized cross-correlation coefficient, C, for a number of displacements (u’, v’) by a pixel 
increment.  
C (𝑢’, 𝑣’) =
Σ𝑥′,𝑦′[(𝑟(𝑥’, 𝑦’) − 𝑟−𝑢′,𝑣′)(𝑑(𝑥′ − 𝑢′, 𝑦′ − 𝑣′) − 𝑑)]
{Σ𝑥′,𝑦′[(𝑟(𝑥’, 𝑦’) − 𝑟−𝑢′,𝑣′)2][(𝑑(𝑥′ − 𝑢′, 𝑦′ − 𝑣′) − 𝑑)2]}
1
2⁄
                 𝑒𝑞𝑢𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 1 
Where r is the intensity of the pixels in the reference subset, d is the intensity of the pixels 
in the deformed subset, (𝑥’, 𝑦’) are the local subset coordinate axes located at the centre 
of the control point and (𝑢’, 𝑣’) is the theoretical displacement. 
Displacement plots were obtained to determine how well the images were correlated and 













   
(a)                         (b)                         (c)                         (d) 
Figure 11: Vector field of displacement. 
Figure 11(b)-(d) shows that the images were not well correlated due to large displacement, 
therefore, initial guesses are needed. Correlation of reduced-sized images was 
implemented by using an image reduction factor of two to scale down the full-sized 
images, thereby generate initial guesses. It was found that by increasing the subset size to 
91 pixels the images were better correlated as shown in Table 4. The optimum correlation 





Table 3: Subset optimisation for reduced images correlation 
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Reduced image correlation 
Subset size 21 41 61 81 91 91 91 91 91 91 
Threshold 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.3 0.5 0.7 0.9 0.95 
Step size 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 20 
 
After the reduced images were correlated, the full-sized images were correlated using the 
data obtained from the reduced image correlation (as initial guesses). The displacement 
results were generated to determine how well the full-sized images were correlated. After 
well-correlated images were obtained, the threshold was then altered to further improve 
the results as shown in Table 5. The optimum setting was subset size of 91, threshold of 
0.9 and step size of 40. 
Table 4: Optimisation of threshold 
Full image correlation 
Subset size 11 21 21 91 91 
Threshold 0.5 0.5 0.8 0.9 0.95 
Step size 40 40 40 40 40 
3.4.1.1. Assessment of correlated images 
This section describes how the correlated images were accessed.  
Initially, vector field plots were used to access the correlated images, however, as the 
magnitude of the displacement increases, the size of the vectors overlaps each other and 
thereby covering the areas that are not well correlated. Contour plots were used to access 
the plots with high magnitude of displacements occurring. Contour plot is a better method 
of assessing how well the images are correlated because the colours do not overlap unlike 
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vector field plots where the vectors overlap each other at high magnitude of displacement 
as seen in Figure 12. 
     
(a)       (b) 
Figure 12: (a) and (b) Vector and Contour plot of image 20 respectively. 
 
Fourthly, the compute data command was used to smoothen the displacement by applying 
a gaussian distribution of weights to the control points and strain was computed. 
Finally, the visualize command was used to display the results of the DIC analysis done. 






Chapter 4 Results of DIC technique. 
In this chapter, the results from DIC analysis will be presented. The results from DIC 
technique for HDPE will be presented followed by the results from DIC technique for GPPS 
specimens. 
4.1 Results of DIC technique using HDPE specimens 
In this chapter, results of the test conducted on HDPE test specimen such as displacement, 
longitudinal strain, transverse strain and Poisson ratio obtained from the DIC will be 
presented and discussed in the following sections. 
The longitudinal and transverse strain was used to obtain the Poisson’s ratio and the test 
was repeated for sixteen specimens made from the same batch of material used in the 
investigation. 
4.1.1 Displacement plots.  
Displacement results were obtained from the correlation of the images using the matlab 
algorithm as previously stated. The displacement results were presented in vector field 
plots. 
An example of the displacement plot over a selected correlated region is shown in  
Figure 13. In Figure 13, the vectors represent the magnitude and direction of the 
displacement within the correlated area of the test specimen. The vertical direction of the 
vectors shows that the material was subjected to tensile load, which agrees with the 
physical observation during the experiment. The size of the vectors increases as the 
magnitude of the displacement increases, which is as a result of increase in load. The 
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magnitude of the vectors is greater at the upper area compared to the lower area within 
the correlated region.  
Images similar to that presented in Figure 13 were also obtained from sixteen test 
specimens that were tested and analysed using the DIC technique. 
 
                      
Figure 13: Vector field of displacements at 80N over an area (60mm x 10mm). 
4.1.2 Longitudinal strain (eyy) 
In the previous section, the displacement was obtained by correlating the images. This 
section will be focused on the longitudinal strain (strain acting in the direction of the 
applied force) results. Figure 24(a)-(e) show plots of eyy at the subset within the correlated 
 
A zoomed view of area A 
showing magnitude and 
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region of the images that were captured at loads of 0N, 140N, 280N, 420N and 580N. The 
first image (at 0N) shows zero percent strain because the first image was self-correlated 
without any load applied. Figure 14(a) to (e) showed variation in longitudinal strain across 
the test specimen as the load increased. The eyy plots were plotted in different suitable 
scales in order to show the variation in strain within the image. 
 
(a) eyy at a Force of 0(N)      (b) eyy at a Force of 140(N)  
 




(e)  eyy at a Force of 560(N) 
Figure 14(a) – (e): Longitudinal strain map using the control points at different force for a single 
test specimen. 
4.1.3 Transverse strain (exx) 
In the previous section, longitudinal strain results obtained by correlating the images were 
presented. This section will be focused on the transverse strain (strain acting in the 
perpendicular direction to the applied force) results. 
Figure 15 show exx plots within the correlated region of the images captured at load of 0N, 
140N, 280N, 420N and 580N. Similar to the longitudinal strain, the first image should show 
zero percent transverse strain because it was self-correlated and no load was applied to 
the test specimen at the time. The transverse strain plot also showed non-uniformity in 
strain across the test specimen, which implies that deformation was non-uniform across 




(a) exx at a Force of 0(N)              (b)  exx at a Force of 140(N) 
  
 
      (c) exx at a Force of 280(N)             (d) exx at a Force of 420(N) 
 
(e) exx at a Force of 560(N) 




4.1.4 Reducing the noise in the data  
Gaussian distribution of weights was applied to the data in order to smooth the data at 
the subset level against noise inherent to the data, hence the strains obtained were 
averaged over each subset in the correlated area. The kernel size of the control point was 
used in the smoothening process as well as the weighting function. When the Gaussian 
distribution of weights is applied, the displacements at control points within the kernel are 
weighted with a Gaussian distribution centred at the central control point and then 
averaged. 
4.1.5 Longitudinal and transverse strain evolution 
In this section, both longitudinal and transverse strain history will be presented within 
each image as the load increases from 0N to 560N. Figure 16 show plots of Longitudinal 
and transverse strain evolution. 
 
        
(a)            (b) 
Figure 16: (a) eyy against nominal strain and (b) exx against nominal strain. 
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Figure 16(a) and (b) shows longitudinal and transverse strain evolution respectively for 
twenty-five control points as the nominal specimen strain increases. Figure 16(a) shows 
that most control points increasingly strained in the positive eyy direction, which suggests 
that the material in that area expanded, however, some subsets were increasingly strained 
in the negative eyy direction, which suggests that compression occurred. In Figure 16(b), 
most of the subsets were negatively strained thereby indicating that compression occurred 
in the transverse direction. Some control points were positively strained indicating the 
material in that area expanded.     
A possible explanation could be that as the test specimen was subjected to tensile stress, 
expansion occurred longitudinally within the material. The expansion then may have 
resulted in a local compression within the material. Similarly, compression in the 
transverse direction may have resulted in a local expansion occurring in the transverse 
direction. As a result of the semi-crystalline nature of the material, compressive or tensile 
force may cause the molecules (especially the amorphous region) to be displaced from 
their initial or intended position. This displacement could be in any direction, thereby 
producing a positive or negative strain effect. 
4.1.6 A combined Poisson’s ratio plot for sixteen HDPE test specimens 
In the previous section, longitudinal and transverse strains were obtained and presented. 
This section is focused on the Poisson’s ratio and its evolution of the correlated area.  
Poisson’s ratio is defined as the negative ratio of transverse strain to longitudinal strain. 
Poisson’s ratio was calculated using the strain values within the correlated area of the 
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images. The evolution of Poisson’s ratio was then plotted against strain for the sixteen test 
specimens. 
As previously stated, sixteen tests were conducted and each of these tests contains 
twenty-nine images. Images were captured at different loads ranging from 0N to 560N, 
with an increment of 20N. Each subset within the correlated image contains a control point 
that acts like a sensor; that stores data such as displacement, longitudinal strain or 
transverse strain. 
An average transverse strain history was obtained by averaging all the control points of 
each image for each specific load. Similarly, an average longitudinal strain history was 
obtained by averaging all the control points of each image at specific loads. An averaged 
Poisson’s ratio was then obtained from the negative ratio of the average transverse to 
average longitudinal strain.  
Figure 17 shows sixteen curves representing the Poisson's ratio history of sixteen different 
test specimens produced from the same batch of material. The markers represent the 
average Poisson’s ratio at that load and are linked with either a continuous or broken line 
as shown in Figure 17. As the strain increases, the curves showed a converging pattern as 




Figure 17: Poisson’s ratio history for sixteen HDPE specimens.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
4.1.7 Poisson’s ratio for a single specimen 
Previously, Poisson’s ratio history was obtained and presented for sixteen different 
specimens of the same batch of materials. In this section, the Poisson’s ratio of a single 
specimen will be obtained and presented so as to closely examine the strain behaviour. 
Figure 18 shows a plot of Poisson’s ratio against strain for a single test specimen. 
Furthermore, Figure 18 also show twenty-nine sets of strain field represented by colours, 
each represents the twenty-nine images captured during the tensile test and correlated 




Figure 18: Poisson’s ratio against strain of HDPE specimen. 
From Figure 18, each strain field also showed variation in Poisson’s ratio and in the strain 
as the HDPE deforms. As the strain increases, the shape evolves from a vertical thin region 
to a horizontal wide region. At low strain (below 1% strain) the variation in strain is 
minimum, however, the variation in Poisson’s ratio is high. As the strain increases (above 
1% strain), the variation in strain increases while the variation in Poisson’s ratio decreases. 
Figure 18 also presents the evolution of Poisson’s ratio within each image in relation to 
strain. At low strain of about 0 to 1%, Poisson’s ratio was inconsistent: where some points 
within the image were higher than the theoretical values of Poisson’s ratio for this 
material, however, as the strain increases, the material deforms further and the Poisson’s 




4.2 Results of DIC technique using GPPS specimens 
In this chapter, the results of the tensile tests conducted on GPPS specimens such as 
longitudinal strain, transverse strain and Poisson’s ratio obtained using DIC technique will 
be presented and discussed in the following sections. 
The longitudinal strain and transverse strain were used to obtain Poisson’s ratio and the 
test was repeated for sixteen specimens made from the same batch of material used in 
the investigation. 
4.2.1 Longitudinal strain (eyy) 
This section will be focused on the longitudinal strain (strain acting in the direction of the 
applied force) results. Figure 14(a)-(e) show contour plots and a three-dimension map of 
eyy at the subset within the correlated region of the images. The images were captured at 
loads of 0N, 140N, 280N, 420N and 580N. The first image (at 0N) shows zero percent strain 
because the first image was self-correlated without any load applied. Figure 14(b)-(e) 
showed variation in longitudinal strain across the test specimen as the load is increased. 







(a) Contour plot of eyy and subset map of eyy at a Force of 0N 
 
 












(e) Contour plot of eyy and subset map of eyy at a Force of 560(N) 
 
 
Figure 19(a) – (e): Contour plot and longitudinal strain map using the control points at different 
force for a single GPPS specimen. 
4.2.2 Transverse Strain (exx) 
In the previous section, longitudinal strain results obtained by correlating the images were 
presented. This section will be focused on the transverse strain (strain acting in the 
perpendicular direction to the applied force) results.  
Figure 20 show contour plots and subset exx plots within the correlated region of the 
images captured at load of 0N, 140N, 280N, 420N and 580N. Similar to the longitudinal 
strain, the first image should show zero percent transverse strain because it was self-
correlated and no load was applied to the test specimen at the time. The transverse strain 
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plot also showed non-uniformity in strain across the test specimen, which implies that 
deformation was non-uniform across the test specimen.       
 














(d) Contour plot of exx and subset map of exx at a force of 420(N) 
 
 
(e) Contour plot of exx and subset map of exx at a Force of 560(N) 
 
Figure 20: Transverse strain map using the control points at different force for a 




Appendix C shows a table of the Force, extension, engineering stress and engineering 
strain.   
4.2.3 Reducing the noise in the data  
Gaussian distribution of weights was applied to the data in order to smooth the data at 
the subset level against noise inherent to the data as discussed in section 4.1.4. 
4.2.4 Longitudinal and transverse strain evolution 
In this section, both longitudinal and transverse strain history will be presented within 
each image as the load increases from 0N to 560N. Figure 21 show plots of Longitudinal 
and transverse strain evolution. 
        
(a)            (b) 
Figure 21: (a) eyy against nominal strain and (b) exx against nominal strain. 
Figure 21(a) and (b) shows longitudinal and transverse strain evolution respectively for 
twenty-five control points as the nominal specimen strain increases. Figure 21(a) shows 
that the GPPS specimen increasingly strained in the positive eyy direction, which suggests 
that the material in that area is expanded. In Figure 21(b), the GPPS specimen was 
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negatively strained thereby indicating that compression occurred in the transverse 
direction. This is as expected when a material is subjected to tensile load. 
4.2.5 A combined Poisson’s ratio plot for fourteen GPPS test specimens 
In the previous section, longitudinal and transverse strains were obtained and presented. 
This section is focused on the Poisson’s ratio evolution over the correlated area.  
Poisson’s ratio is defined as the negative ratio of transverse strain to longitudinal strain. 
Poisson’s ratio was calculated using the strain values within the correlated area of the 
images. The evolution of Poisson’s ratio was then plotted against engineering strain. 
Fourteen tests were conducted and each of these tests contains twenty-nine images. 
Images were captured at different loads ranging from 0N to 560N, with an increment of 
20N. Each subset within the correlated image contains a control point that acts like a 
sensor; that stores data such as displacement, longitudinal strain or transverse strain. 
 
Figure 22: Poisson’s ratio history for sixteen specimens.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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An average transverse strain history was obtained by averaging all the control points of 
each image for each specific load. Similarly, an average longitudinal strain history was 
obtained by averaging all the control points of each image at specific loads. An averaged 
Poisson’s ratio was then obtained from the negative ratio of the average transverse to 
average longitudinal strain.  
Figure 22 shows fourteen curves representing the Poisson's ratio history of sixteen 
different test specimens produced from the same batch of material. The markers 
represent the average Poisson’s ratio at that load and are linked with either a continuous 
or broken line as seen in Figure 22. As the strain increases, the curves showed a converging 
pattern as seen in Figure 22.  
 
4.2.6 Poisson’s ratio for a single specimen 
Previously, Poisson’s ratio history was obtained and presented for sixteen different 
specimens of the same batch of materials. In this section, Poisson’s ratio of a single 
specimen will be obtained and presented so as to closely examine the strain behaviour. 
Figure 23 shows a plot of Poisson’s ratio against strain for a single test specimen. 
Furthermore, Figure 23 shows twenty-nine sets of strain field represented by colours, each 
represents the images captured during the tensile test and correlated with the DIC 




Figure 23: Poisson’s ratio against strain for a GPPS specimen. 
From Figure 23, each strain field also showed variation in Poisson’s ratio and in the strain 
as the HDPE deforms. As the strain increases, the shape evolves from a vertical thin region 
to a horizontal wide region. At low strain (below 1% strain) the variation in strain is 
minimum, however, the variation in Poisson’s ratio is high. As the strain increases (above 
1% strain), the variation in strain increases while the variation in Poisson’s ratio decreases. 
Figure 23 also presents the evolution of Poisson’s ratio within each image in relation to 
strain. At low strain of about 0 to 1%, Poisson’s ratio was inconsistent: where some points 
within the image were higher than the theoretical values of Poisson’s ratio for this 
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material, however, as the strain increases, the material deforms further and the Poisson’s 
ratio gradually stabilised as it approaches 5% strain. 
4.3 Discussion of DIC results for HDPE specimen. 
In the previous section, results of displacement, longitudinal strain, transverse strain and 
Poisson’s ratio obtained from the DIC technique were presented. This section is focused 
on discussing the results in detail. A summary of the material used in the investigation will 
be initially discussed. 
HDPE is a semi-crystalline polymer with crystalline regions surrounded by amorphous 
regions (Callister and David, 2010). Most polymers such as HDPE and Polypropylene have 
low surface adhesion as a result of the material’s poor surface properties. It was observed 
during the testing of the HDPE specimen that the paint applied did not adhere to the 
surface of the material as the tensile test specimen was deformed, which may lead to 
invalid results. Methods to improve the surface adhesion of the material were 
implemented such as roughening the surface of the material and flame treating the 
surface of the material. After a series of tests, it was concluded that flame treatment was 
more effective over the other method as indicated in literature. The next stage was 
generating speckle pattern on the surface of the specimen. 
Speckle pattern was generated initially using a brush technique by immersing the brush in 
black paint and flicking the brush in order to project the paint unto the specimen. The 
brush method was replaced by spray paint as the spray paint produced finer quality of 
speckle pattern. Low contrast and reflective surface were also observed due to the 
translucent nature of the material. The solution to the low contrast and reflective images 
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produced, was to first apply a matt white paint and then use a matt black paint to generate 
the speckle pattern.  
Tensile tests were conducted at a constant strain rate of 0.83% per minute (test speed of 
0.5mm/min) in order to capture the images at the desired load. The images are then 
processed using the DIC algorithm. The displacement obtained from the DIC test of the 
correlated area was determined and was used to visually validate the experimental 
process by generating and comparing the vector plot with the direction of the 
experiments. The displacement was also used to obtain the strain within the correlated 
area. The longitudinal and transverse strain plots were obtained and presented in the 
results section. Figure 16 shows an uneven distribution of both longitudinal and transverse 
strain respectively for HDPE specimen as the strain increases from 0 to 560N. The variation 
in longitudinal and transverse strain, which was also observed on the surface of sixteen 
different specimens tested could be attributed to the structure of the material. 
As the specimen undergoes tensile stress, the material should be in tension in the direction 
of the applied force. Figure 16 shows some few subsets within the correlated area of the 
specimen had negative longitudinal strain, which indicates that compression occurred at 
those subsets as the specimen was strained. Most subsets within the correlated area had 
positive longitudinal strain, which indicates tension occurred at those subsets. In the 
transverse strain plot, the specimen is expected to undergo compression, however, few 
subsets had positive strain values within the correlated area, which implies that tension 
occurred at those subsets as the material was strained as shown in figure 16. Most subsets 
had negative strain as expected, which means that compression occurred at most subsets. 
The average strain (longitudinal and transverse) was obtained by averaging all the subsets 
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of the specimen. The average strain (longitudinal or transverse) plot is either positive or 
negative depending on if the subsets are mostly positive or negative. 
The Poisson’s ratio history for the tested HDPE specimen as shown in Figure 17 indicates 
that under 1% strain the Poisson’s ratio is inconsistent but as the strain increases towards 
the yield point the Poisson’s ratio stabilises. 
The non-uniformity could be attributed to the structure of the material while subjected to 
tensile load. The tests were carried out to ensure that there was no external vibration as 
earlier explained in 3.4. 
HDPE material deforms differently when strained at higher strain rates compared to low 
strain rate of 0.83% per minute (i.e test speed of 0.5mm/min). At low strain rates such as 
0.83% per minute, the molecules in the amorphous region have more time to align and 
reposition while at higher strain rate, the molecules in the amorphous region have little or 
no time to align in the direction of the applied force. At low strain, elastic deformation 
occurs due to the elongation of the molecules. As the material deforms further, the 
molecules in the amorphous region experience changes in orientation and length. As the 
material continues to deform, the amorphous molecules are subject to align in the 
direction of the applied tensile load and may start to increase in crystallinity, which can be 
referred to as strain induced crystallinity. Further increase in strain will instigate an 




4.3.1 Comparison of results obtained from HDPE and GPPS using DIC. 
In this section, a direct comparison of both techniques used, and their results will be 
discussed. 
   
(a)                                                                    (b) 
Figure 24: (a) eyy for a single HDPE specimen and (b) eyy for a single GPPS specimen. 
 
All specimens (HDPE and GPPS) were tested with the same strain rate and within the same 
region as previously stated. Figure 24 shows most subsets within the correlated area had 
positive longitudinal strain, which indicates tension occurred at those subsets of the HDPE 
specimen. Some few subsets, however, within the correlated area of the specimen had 
negative longitudinal strain, which indicates that compression occurred potentially at 
those subsets as the specimen was strained.  In the GPPS specimen, all the subsets of the 
specimen were in tension as shown in Figure 24(b), which could be as a result of the 
material consisting of only amorphous structure. 
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(a)                                                                    (b) 
Figure 25: (a) exx for a single HDPE specimen and (b) exx for a single GPPS specimen. 
 
Figure 25(a) shows that most subsets within the correlated area had negative transverse 
strain, which indicates compression occurred at those subsets of the HDPE specimen as 
expected. Some subsets, however, had positive strain values within the correlated area, 
which implies that expansion occurred at those subsets as the HDPE material was strained. 
The expansion in the transverse direction observed in the case of HDPE may be related to 
rotation of some of the blocks of lamellae. Figure 25(b) shows that most subsets within 
the correlated area had negative transverse strain within the GPPS specimen.  
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Chapter 5 Conclusions  
5.1 Conclusion 
This thesis reported the work carried out to investigate the variation in Poisson’s ratio as 
strain is applied to tensile test specimens, as reported in the literature (Bhabha, 2015). 
Using the DIC technique the variation in Poisson’s ratio was clearly observed, particularly 
at low strains (below 1% strain), and the results obtained in this study were seen to be 
very similar to those previously reported.  
HDPE and GPPS injection moulded test specimens produced from the Injection moulding 
machine (Battenfeld machine) were subjected to tensile testing using the Hounsfield 
(H10KS) tensometer. The surface displacement was measured using the DIC technique and 
the result was used to generate strain and Poisson’s ratio map over an area. 
The variations in Poisson’s ratio were observed to be greatest at low strains. The variation 
in Poisson’s ratio reduces as the strains increases. It was also interesting to note that as 
the specimen strain increased (and the value of Poisson’s ratio decreased), the local 
longitudinal strain (eyy) was observed to increase in value. These observations were 
confirmed over several samples tested for both HDPE and GPPS. The results from the DIC 
technique on HDPE specimens also showed unexpected behaviour in the strains mapped 
over the surface. Generally during a tensile test, the strains in the transverse direction will 
be negative, which means the material is contracting, as the specimen extends in the 
longitudinal direction, however, the DIC results for HDPE specimen showed some positive 
transverse strains in some regions. This could be as a result that some regions of the 
crystalline material contract as they extend, thereby creating tension in the surrounding 
amorphous areas as the HDPE is strained. In the GPPS specimen on the other hand the 
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transvers strain in were negative as the material was subjected to tensile stress which is 
as expected. 
The strains in the longitudinal direction will be positive, which means the material is 
expanding, as the specimen is subjected to longitudinal stress, however, the DIC results 
for HDPE specimen showed some negative longitudinal strains in some regions, which 
indicates contraction occurring. In the GPPS specimen, the strains in the longitudinal 
direction were positive as expected. 
The Poisson’s ratio was observed to vary considerably at specimen strains below 1% and 
tend to settle down to a more constant value as the strain increased beyond 1%. The more 
constant values above 1% are in general agreement with those values reported in the 
literature, though there is still a small increase in ‘steady’ values above 1% specimen strain. 
The more traditional extensometer measurements will hide this result as they will average 
the strains and therefore give only average values for Poisson’s ratio. The variations in 
Poisson’s ratio observed go some way to explain the range of values that are reported in 
the literature for HDPE, though much of this will be doubtless due to varying degrees of 
crystallinity due to differing batch compositions and processing conditions. 
In the semi-crystalline structure of the HDPE it is well established that the amorphous 
regions deform more than the crystalline regions within the material, and the results 
presented from this work are considered to be entirely consistent with the non-uniform 
way in which the structure is expected to deform. The work also shows that DIC can be 
used to reveal the more subtle nature of deformations within this type of material and 
helps to give a greater understanding of the structure-property relationship. 
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The twin microscope results showed little direct agreement with the results obtained from 
either the DIC technique, or those previously reported, but this was found to be primarily 
due to movement of the test specimen in the grips of the test machine as well as small 
rotations of the grips. In conclusion, the results obtained from the DIC technique for HDPE 
were in agreement with the results previously reported by Bhabha (2015) and also allowed 
a more detailed analysis of the strain development in the material. Also, there is a 
possibility that perhaps local relief of stresses when crazes form could lead to the 
modulations in lateral and longitudinal strain in the case of GPPS.  Whilst in HDPE, there 
are localised movements of the crystal lamellae that may give the same overall 
observation.  It is also possible that the strain range investigated would reveal deformation 
within the amorphous regions whilst the crystalline regions remains unaffected. 
 
5.2 Future work 
An overview of the proposed PhD work will be discussed in the order the work will be 
carried out in a timely manner. 
Poisson’s ratio (υ) was obtained and plotted using DIC technique as shown previously and 
the working theory is that the variation in strain and subsequently υ is a function of the 
crystallinity of the material. To verify the working theory is correct, the material will be 
mapped with the strain plot and crystallinity of regions with high strain and low strain will 
be determined by called Differential Scanning Calorimetry (DSC). The information acquired 
will be employed to clarify the behaviour in the Poisson’s ratio values obtained using the 
DIC technique.  
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A structure-property relationship will be established by linking the degree of crystallinity 
with the mechanical properties of the material. The relations will be used in predicting the 
mechanical properties of the material. 
 
Determination of the degree of crystallisation. 
The degree of crystallinity of a material can be determined in numerous ways. Some 
methods are indirect such as density measurement and Differential Scanning Calorimetry 
(DSC) while X-Ray Diffraction (XRD) can give a direct measurement. The DSC method will 
be used to determine the crystallinity of the polymer (Ehrenstein, 2001) as small DSC 
samples can be cut out from the υ-mapped tensile samples. DSC is an effective analytical 
tool which was introduced in the 1960s used in obtaining the physical characteristics of a 
polymer such as; glass (Tg), crystallisation (Tc) and melting transition temperature (Tm) 
amongst others (Schick, 2009). DSC was selected because it is a well-established method 
for obtaining the degree of crystallinity in very small samples. The melting enthalpy of a 
fully crystallised polyethylene (286.7J/g) will be used in the calculation of the degree of 
crystallisation (Hitachi, 1986). The crystallisation of HDPE material differs due to the 
cooling time: when cooled slowly, the molecules have enough time to align and be closely 
packed, however when cooled rapidly the molecules are not able to align properly.  
 
Establishing Structure-Property relationship 
The DSC technique will be carried out as previously described for all samples to verify the 
hypothesis that the local properties will vary with the degree of crystallinity. After 
obtaining the crystallinity of the different regions, the results will be linked to the 
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mechanical properties within that region. It is anticipated that regions of high strain 
correlate with amorphous regions and likewise, regions with low strain correlates with 
crystalline regions. This relationship will help provide the ability to predict mechanical 
properties of polymeric materials by applying the law of mixtures. 
The results used in a law of mixtures approach to determine an average Poisson’s ratio 
and E for the material. The results should determine if a relatively simple DSC experiment 
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Appendix A  
Table 5: Details of materials. 
Manufacturer 
/ Supplier. 
Product Melt flow rate Quantity Procure 
/ in store 
Borealis HDPE (MG7547S pellet) 4g/10minutes 10kg In store 
 Short Glass Fibre - Unknown Procure 
Dow Plastics GPPS (STYRON 637) 2.5 dg/minute 10kg In store 
 
Table 6: Details of machines. 
Manufacturer / 
Supplier. 
Machine Process  
Hounsfield H10KS Tensile testing machine 
Maplin USB microscope Digital microscope 
Dell laptop Computing 
Thermo Electron 
Corporation  
TSE 24 HC Prism Twin extruder 
machine 
Compounding 
Battenfeld BA 230 CD plus Injection moulding 
machine 
Zwick D-7900 Impact testing machine 
Perkin Elmer TAC 7DX DSC 







Figure 26: Stress vs strain curve indicating where images were captured for HDPE. 
 
 





































Table 7: GPPS material from tensile tests  
Results for Product: TESTING 
GPPS MATERIAL DIC 
   
Batch: 1 
    
Curves for Specimen No:1 
 
cross sectional area  
(mm^2) = 
41.5744 
Curve No: 1 
  
original length (mm) =  60 
Thickness = 4.06 mm 
  
 Width = 10.24 mm 
  
     


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































0.5175 560   13.46982759 0.008625 











The project is broken down into stages with duration. 
 
 
